
 

The MESSENGER 

MISSION STATEMENT 

So that ALL may know and serve God, our mission is to let 

the love of Christ shine brightly in our daily lives by being 

a welcoming, nurturing, and supportive community 

grounded in God’s Word and Sacraments 
OCTOBER 2022 

THE VICAR’S BRAIN - REV. BILL FULTON 

 

My thanks to all who wished me happy birthday in the last week. The 
fabulous birthday cake and the birthday song were over the top. At my 
age, birthdays call for ambivalence. One the one hand, I’m happy to 
still be alive. On the other hand, it’s mildly irritating to be reminded 
that I’m aging just the same as everyone else. No one likes to be re-
minded of their imminent decrepitude. 
 

Still, there are advantages to aging. One is that you appreciate the little things in life. A good 
cup of coffee in the morning may be the best thing that happens all day, but you appreciate it 
that much more. 
 
I can look back at my life now and find gratitude in the smallest memories, mostly relating to 
my family and friends. To quote the great Nat King Cole, “The greatest thing you’ll ever learn is 
just to love and be loved in return.” If we learn that, it’s enough. 
 
They say that we’re all the ages that we’ve ever lived. I’m 69 years old, but I’m also ten years 
old on my red one-speed bicycle, I’m eighteen riding to Idaho on my new motorcycle, I’m thir-
ty one and a new father, I’m middle aged watching my sons graduate from high school. I’m all 
these things at once. Life is a cumulative experience. 
 
I’m amazed that I’ve come this far in life without any major mishaps, despite my cluelessness. I 
seem to have stumbled into a good old age. They call this grace, God’s favor, unearned and un-
merited. 
 
In fact, my birthday tells me once again that it’s God who has brought me through the ups and 
downs, the blessings and curses, the pleasures and plains, the losses and gains of this life. It’s 
God who has been with me all this time. Thank you, God, for your bountiful grace and favor 
(and for one more birthday).     

            Bill 
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“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one an-

other, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” (1 

Peter 4: 10) 

Volunteers don’t exist to DO the ministry, we ARE 

the ministry.  Our volunteers are the unsung heroes 

of the church who are passionate about the mission 

of St. Germain’s. 

There is a sign up sheet in the parish hall for volun-

teer opportunities. Please look it over and sign up if 

you are interested. For more information, please let 

me know. 

We are a small church, and we are all contributing 

in many ways. Everything you do makes a differ-

ence, and I am forever grateful for each and every 

one of you for your vision, dedication, time, ener-

gies and talent. Thank you!    

This is my last issue of the newsletter. If you are 

interested in publishing the monthly newsletter, 

please let me know.  

After almost 4 years, I’d like to turn over office   

administer duties as well. Please let me know. 

Thank you! 

      Donna 



We meet every Wednesday in the parish hall from 11am - 1pm 

for a brown bag lunch and spiritual growth. We spend the first 

hour reflecting and reading from the book, “Dancing from the  

Inside Out - Grace-Filled Reflections on Growing Older” by Westi-

na Matthews in which the nuances and everyday marvels of ma-

turing are explored. 

Beginning November 2 we will start “The Friendship of Women” by Joan D. 

Chittister.  Looking deeply into biblical stories of female friendships in order to 

extract greater truths, this compelling work explores the sacred dimension of 

friendship through the lenses of faith, tradition, and scripture, revealing the 

often overlooked voices and experiences of women in the Old and New Testa-

ments.  

SOULCIETY WOMEN’S GROUP 

Join us for our Annual Christmas Bazaar! We want to showcase our local talented crafters and 
artisans and to promote the community spirit here in Hoodsport. This event will feature 
unique and gift worthy items available for purchase as well as baked goods and Christmas 
decorations. 

If you are interested in a table, please contact us at saintgermainhoodsport@gmail.com or 
call 360-877-9879 for more information. The suggested donation is $25 for a 6 ft. table. 



REFLECTIONS by Curtis Pennington 

 

THE SMALL STILL VOICE  

Be silent my child 
God is speaking to you 

With a voice from within.  

His message is clear and distinct 
Full of life and glory 

If you will be quite and hear.  

Let your ego subside 
That your spirit may receive 

Gods light and love 
For that is your birthright.  

God will come to you through the 
quiet of your soul 

Not on chariots of fire. 
For God is not separate or apart from your being.  

God walks with you, 
Talks with you, 

Resides with you 
Every moment in time.  

Be still 
That you may hear 

And know his truth.  

 

 
By Curtis Pennington 




