The MESSENGER
MISSION STATEMENT
So that ALL may know and serve God, our mission is to let
the love of Christ shine brightly in our daily lives by being
a welcoming, nurturing, and supportive community

JANUARY 2022

grounded in God’s Word and Sacraments

Services begin each Sunday morning at 10:30 am

EPIPHANY
The church celebrates the Feast of the Epiphany,
which marks the end of the 12 days of Christmas each
year on January 6. The season ends the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday. The length of the season varies
according to the date of Easter. The gospel stories of
this season describe various events that manifest the
divinity of Jesus. Epiphany is a Greek word meaning
“manifestation” or “appearing.”
At the Feast of the Epiphany we celebrate Jesus being made manifest or appearing as Christ. Traditionally,
there are three manifestations celebrated on this feast day. The most widely celebrated manifestation of Christ
on this feast day, and the one that has been historically celebrated by Christian churches in the West, is Jesus
revealed as Christ to the three wise men, or Magi, from the East, who followed the Star of Bethlehem at Jesus’
birth.
The second manifestation celebrated on this day is the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan. The First Sunday
After the Epiphany is now also known as the Baptism of Our Lord.
The third manifestation of Jesus as Christ that is traditionally celebrated on this day is the miracle of turning
water into wine at the wedding at Cana in Galilee, Christ’s first recorded miracle.
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany is always devoted to the Transfiguration. Jesus' identity as the Son of God is

dramatically revealed in the Transfiguration gospel, as well as the gospel of the baptism of Christ.
We are called to respond to Christ in faith through the showings of his divinity recorded in the gospels of the
Epiphany season.
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Isaiah 60: 1
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We are an inclusive, welcoming
community of faith and
EVERYONE IS
WELCOME HERE!

Please visit our Facebook page at
St. Germain Episcopal Church
Remember to “Like” the page and
share it with your family and friends!

ECW - SOULCIETY
Our ECW-SOULCIETY group is open
to every woman over 18. We meet
every Wednesday in the parish hall
from 11-1 for a brown bag lunch
and spiritual growth. We spend the
first hour reflecting and reading
from the book, “Dancing from the
Inside Out” by Westina Mathews.
Soulciety administers our outreach ministry-Soul Purpose and
chairs the Evangelism/Hospitality Committee at St. Germain.
The second hour of our meeting is usually devoted to those
ministries. “What good is the warmth of the summer, without
the cold of winter to give it sweetness.” John Steinbeck, Winterthe forgotten season. A study in grays and browns. It is in the
winter months that our mind & souls become insatiable. We
search greedily for knowledge & wisdom. Our thirst never satisfied. Perhaps, it is because in winter, we look harder and seek
deeper for the small dashes of color remaining. The stark, bare,
leafless trees allow the ray of light from the sun to shine
straight on through. Expressing itself finally when it hits an object. Our souls empty in that expanse. If we are lucky the ray of
light hits us and blooms our souls. Under that ray, time is circular, it has no forward progression. We laugh, we cry, we laugh
again. Wisdom to goodness, goodness to glory, glory to wisdom.
For Advent we took a break from our regular reflection book,
we instead read from the book, The 3 Wise Women, by Christen Ditchfield. What wisdom I truly had in picking this book!
Our weekly readings and discussion of Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, correlated
nicely with the sermons from our visiting priests, the Rev. Case
and the Rev. Scott. A truly edifying and empowering month for
us women!
Due to the inclement weather and the holidays, we took a
short hiatus from our weekly meeting. We will resume on
Wednesday, January 5. We will finish the Wise Women book
with Chapter 3, “Anna: A Faithful Heart” this is the story of a
truly remarkable and faithful woman, often overlooked in the
bible. Her story is significant. This is the servant ‘God gave the
privilege of living to see what men of old had died waiting for:
the coming of the Messiah.’
For January we will be starting right where we left on in December - Living and Sharing the Love of Christ.
Donna Wessel

EVANGELISM/HOSPITALITY
My grandmother had a big brass four poster bed. When my sister and I were little
and stayed overnight at grandma’s, we used to sleep in that bed. That brass bed had
a loose bed knob. Right at the foot. When my sister and I discovered that, a world of
imagination and ideas flooded our heads. We knew if we closed our eyes and turned
that knob, we were going to make that bed fly. My sister, who is older than me had

read the children’s book, “The Magic Bed Knob” by Mary Norton, the story of 3 children flying on a bed to far away magical places just by twisting the enchanted brass
bed knob. Discovering the loose knob on my grandmother’s bed my sister told me
the story of the magic bed knob, I was hooked. We were both hooked. Every time
we slept over; we couldn’t wait for grandma to tuck us in and kiss us good night. Immediately after she shut
the door, we would leap out from under the covers and huddle in the corner of the loose knob and start spinning it. Anxious to experience the sights and sounds. We closed our eyes and imagined flying around the world
on that bed. We were sure that bed could fly, after all if 3 children in a book could do it, why couldn’t we?
These are the gifts of imagination, of ideas, of optimism. God gives these gifts to all. There is something pure
and exciting about a child’s imagination, their ideas. We meet children’s imaginative ideas with amazement,
encouragement, and open mindedness. Not skepticism. We view them as proof that they are thinking about
things, the world, life. We don’t say to them, “that won’t fly”, “don’t be silly”, or “we don’t do things that
way”. We don’t roll our eyes or laugh in their face. We allow them to evaluate their theories. To figure it out
without judgement.
As we start a new year at St. Germain it is important that we all search deep into our imagination and find
fresh ideas of how to move forward and grow. How to spread the Word of God and share the Love of Christ.
That we all search for that enchanted, loose, brass bed knob. It is also crucial that we meet those ideas with
encouragement and open mindedness. That we all get involved and spin the enchanted knob with optimism.
Did my sister and I ever make that bed fly? Did those 2 little girls visit far away magical places from that bed?
That is a secret 2 older women now keep from forever ago. However, I can tell you the grandmother always
wondered why the bed was moved out of place every time her granddaughters slept over.
The Evangelism/Hospitality Committee meets the last Wednesday of the month from 12-1 in the parish hall.
Please come, bring your ideas.
Donna Wessel

INTERIM UPDATE

TREASURER’S REPORT

Your Bishop’s Committee is diligently working with
the Diocese to finalize a letter of agreement for an
interim priest. We are getting close!
The Interim Priest represents and extends the ministry which is the Bishop’s pastoral and canonical responsibility for congregations in leadership transition.
The Interim Priest is a priest trained to assist parishes during a time of transition, especially during the
period between the leave-taking of one rector, and
the calling of another rector. It is an intentional ministry of sustaining the direction and ministry of a
congregation as defined by the Bishop’s Committee;
reviewing the past, assessing the present, and
evaluating the future.
The major goal of the Interim Priest’s ministry is to
prepare the congregation for the next phase of their
life together.
Lu

Notice of Annual Meeting
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31
immediately following the service
The Annual Meeting is a yearly gathering
for the entire congregation required by
the Church’s by-laws where the church’s
congregational business occurs. The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to elect
Bishop’s Committee members, Convention Delegates and Alternates, to receive
and review the Annual Budget for the
Parish for 2022 as agreed to by the Bishop’s Committee and to explore where
God is calling us as a community in 2022.
More information to follow in a separate
special edition of the newsletter.

JANUARY - NOVEMBER 2021
Operating Revenues
Operating Expenses

44,319.00
61,473.00

Net
Non Operating Revenue
Grant
Building Fund
Other
Net Net

(17,154.00)
3,664.00
23,551.12
48.94
10,110.06

SOUL PURPOSE OUTREACH
JANUARY - NOVEMBER 2021
Hood Canal Food Bank
Hood Canal Lions
Discretionary fund
Chaplains on the Harbor
Quixote Communities
Community Lifeline
YTD Donations

850.00
75.00
340.00
500.00
350.00
500.00
3,115.00

FOOD BANK DONATION SUGGESTIONS
Boxed milk
Tuna and crackers
Dishwashing detergent
Cooking oil, spices, salt & pepper
Canned food with pop tops
Individual snack items (applesauce, etc. )
Kids juice boxes
Canned meats

CALENDAR
Sunday Worship service
10:30 am
Tuesday
Bishop’s Committee
10:30 am
(Third Tuesday of the month)
Wednesday ECW-Soulciety
11 am-1 pm
Friday
AA meeting
7-8 pm
Saturday
AA open meeting
7-8 pm

