
 

The MESSENGER 

MISSION STATEMENT 

So that ALL may know and serve God, our mission is to let 

the love of Christ shine brightly in our daily lives by being 

a welcoming, nurturing, and supportive community 

grounded in God’s Word and Sacraments 
NOVEMBER 2021 

Services begin each Sunday morning at 10:30 am                                                                               

What is Advent? This liturgical season, a most important one, has an 

identity problem. A big part of this identity problem lies in the fact that 

its much larger sibling, Christmas, overshadows it. Advent, and the cele-

bration of this season, just gets in the way of the Christmas machine. In 

fact, Christmas simply runs over and crushes Advent before it has a 

chance to get moving.  

Advent comes from the Latin word “adventus” which means arrival.  When it was first celebrated, it was a 

period of preparation for Jesus’ second arrival. In time, however, the remembrance of his first arrival, his 

birth, began to take precedence over the approaching second coming. And now, we just spend the better 

part of a month “getting ready for Christmas” while wearing ourselves out and into a frenzy. How can we, as 

a church and as a people, reclaim Advent? How can we allow it to speak to and calm our weary and frantic 

souls, rather than being just one more thing we “have to do?” A careful, prayerful and intentional Advent 

season tends to have a significant impact on our celebration of Christmas. When we observe Advent, some 

pre-Christmas activities are often seen in a different light becoming less important and even non-essential. 

Advent can help us slow down and pace ourselves. Pray for the grace to slow down, to pay attention, and 

listen to Christ in the world and in your heart. Pray for God to speak to you in your dreams granting you   

vision and discernment of the holy in your midst. Pray to see Christ being born in and around you. Pray for a 

Holy Advent.           Blessings and peace, 

            Lu 

AN ADVENT MESSAGE  

The symbol of Advent is the Advent wreath, a wreath with three blue (or purple) 
candles, and one pink candle.  The traditional significance of four candles is simply 
in their countdown to the Advent of Christ. Each Sunday in Advent a candle is lit 
(lighting the pink candle on the third Sunday) until, on the Fourth Sunday, all four 
candles are lit. Some Advent wreaths, like ours, will also have a white pillar candle 
in the middle. The white candle is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day and sym-
bolizes the light of Christ that has come into the world.  
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We are an inclusive, welcoming 
community of  faith and  

EVERYONE IS                                  
WELCOME HERE!                                    

ECW - SOULCIETY           

I've been thinking a lot lately 
about friendship. Friendship 
not being simply enjoyable, but 
Sacred.  To me, the essence of 
Christianity is love.  In 'The Mes-
sage,' Jesus is quoted in John as 
saying:  "Let me give you a new 
command:  Love one another.  In 
the same way I loved you, you 

love one another.  This is how everyone will recognize that you 
are my disciples -- when they see the love you have for each 
other."  Yes, this command applies to both men and women, 
but I want to focus on how it manifests here at St. Germain 
through our ECW/Soulciety. Sacred friendship is defined by Elle 
Febbo as:  "A bond from deep within, at the level of the heart 
and soul.  A tie which no judgment can sever.  Loyal, respectful, 
unconditional, honest, transparent, and authentic.  A pillar of 
love and acceptance."  Friendship is not a requirement; we en-
ter into it freely.  Sacred friendship, I believe, is grace from God 
-- a blessing to seek, accept, cherish, and nourish. Sacred 
friendship is alive and well-nourished among the women of St. 
Germain.  I am reminded of that at every ECW/Soulciety 
meeting I attend -- seeing, feeling, and knowing the deepening, 
treasured friendships we are developing.  Our backgrounds and 
interests are varied; what we have in common is our love of 
God and St. Germain and, yes, each other.  How do 
we nourish this gift from God?  Competition and rivalry have no 
place.  We lift each other up with mutual goodwill and affec-
tion.  We do not judge.  We accept each other as we are, with 
all our beautiful imperfections.  We recognize others' strength 
of character.  We share plans and purposes.  We speak with 
gentle honesty and sometimes stronger talk.  Trust is para-
mount; we trust one another when sharing our thoughts and 
stories, knowing what we share will be respected and, when 
appropriate, kept confidential.  Truly, as to loving one another 
as commanded by Jesus, we are disciples of the Lord.  Let the 
Lord's love reach out to you in the people he places in your 
life.  All of this strengthens us in a way that enables us to con-
tinue moving forward not only in support of St. Germain in gen-
eral, its charitable outreach and evangelism, but to meet the 
challenges of this transition.  All women over 18 are encour-
aged to join us at our weekly meetings from 11:00 to 1:00 eve-
ry Wednesday.  You are wanted and will be warmly wel-
comed.  I hope those of you who have not yet joined our ECW/
Soulciety will consider sharing our fellowship—our sacred 
friendships. 

      Kathryn Jasper 

Please visit our Facebook page at                       

St. Germain Episcopal Church                                

Remember to “Like” the page and 

share it with your family and friends! 



TREASURER’S REPORT 

JANUARY - OCTOBER 2021 

Operating Revenues    42,734.73                                                                         
Operating Expenses    60,033.47                                                          
Net      (17,298.74)                                                                                                
Non Operating Revenue                                                                  
 Grant       3,331.00                                                                    
 Building Fund    23,551.12                                           
 Other             48.94                                                                  
Net Net        9,632.32  

SOUL PURPOSE OUTREACH                                                             
JANUARY - OCTOBER 2021 

Hood Canal Food Bank         650.00                                                         
Hood Canal Lions            75.00                                                                      
Discretionary fund          340.00                                                             
Chaplains on the Harbor                      500.00                                                        
Quixote Communities          350.00                                                               
Community Lifeline           500.00  

YTD Donations        2,415.00  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

4 Joanne Hash 

10  Whitney Osterhoot 

25  Donna ‘Lu’ O’Leary 

26  Nicole Stoll 

27  Pete Van Zanten 

CALENDAR 

Sunday Worship service          10:30 am 

Tuesday Bishop’s Committee       10:30 am                                           
  (Third Tuesday of the month) 

Wednesday ECW-Soulciety              11 am-1 pm 

Saturday AA open meeting      7-8 pm 

FROM THE OFFICE 

SENIOR WARDEN  

Over the years it has been my privilege to serve in 

various roles at my church. I’ve repeatedly wit-

nessed the love, mutual support, energy, and com-

mitment of church members.  

These past couple of years have been more chal-

lenging than any of us could have ever imagined, 

but we have adapted. The coming year will no 

doubt bring its own twists and turns. Regardless of 

the situations we face, I know that we will all work 

together faithfully to support the ministry of this 

church.  

My role as your senior warden during this time is 

to:  

• Function as the communication link with the 

diocese 

• Convene and preside at Bishop’s Committee 

meetings 

• Make provisions for Sunday worship 

• Take responsibility for the administration and 

maintenance of the church 

Please feel free to contact me at any time with 

questions, concerns, comments, etc.  

Thank  you to every one of you for your faithfulness 

and dedication to St. Germain during this transition 

period.  

      Lu 


