The MESSENGER
MISSION STATEMENT
So that ALL may know and serve God, our mission is to let the
love of Christ shine brightly in our daily lives by being a
welcoming, nurturing, and supportive community grounded
in God’s Word and Sacraments
Sunday Services at 10:30 a.m.

APRIL 2021
Dear Friends:
This year our Maundy
Thursday service will
be held at 4:30 p.m.
followed by the stripping and washing of the altar and
then Good Friday Meditations.
This Sunday we celebrate Easter. We
begin with the church darkened as
we light the paschal candle (see next
page). As the lights go on, our Easter
celebration begins with a fanfare
and singing of ‘Jesus Christ is Risen
Today’ by St. Mark's Choir as the
worship ministers process in.
Worship will be followed by coffee
and Easter goodies.
Fr. Pete

JOIN US FOR OUR
ANNUAL COMMUNITY
EASTER EGG HUNT
SATURDAY, APRIL 3rd
NOON to 2 p.m.
Free Easter baskets, helium
balloons, candy, Easter eggs
filled with small toys, crafts and
fun things to make.
Prizes for kids and adults!
Your support of our first community event in
over a year is important. If you are available to
help with set up, arrive at 10:00 a.m. Volunteers
are also needed for the hunt, as well as other
activities, and to be a welcoming presence in our
community. Thank you!

St. Germain’s
Episcopal Church
“The Church on the Hill”
600 Lake Cushman Rd.
P.O. Box 222
Hoodsport, WA 98548
360-877-9879

THE PASCHAL CANDLE
The Paschal candle is the largest
candle in the worship space and
displays several symbols:
•

The cross, which is the most
prominent symbol and most
clearly identifies it as the
Paschal candle

•

The Greek letters alpha and omega, which symbolize that God is the beginning and the end
(from the Book of Revelation)

•

The year when the particular candle is being
used, which represents God amidst the present
congregation

•

Five grains of incense (most often red), which
are embedded in the candle (sometimes encased in wax "nails") during the Easter Vigil to
represent the five wounds of Jesus: the three
nails that pierced his hands and feet, the spear
thrust into his side, and the thorns that
crowned his head.
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We are an inclusive, welcoming
community of faith and
EVERYONE IS
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One of the earliest mentions of this candle is in a
hymn written in the latter part of the 4th century.
Paschal is a Greek word meaning, “pass over.” The
candle, then, is a symbol that death will “pass
over” us, that we will be resurrected from
death. We keep it lit during the entire Easter Season to remind us that it is Christ’s salvation that
chases away the spiritual darkness that threatens
to destroy us.

Please visit and like our Facebook page at
St Germain Episcopal Church

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon
your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify
this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast
we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with
pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

OUR COMMUNITY GARDENS
“There is something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature-the assurance that
dawn comes after night, and spring after winter.”

- Rachel Carson

Our church yard is beginning to come out of its winter doldrums and show
some life. We have had a slight change in plans to the church yard and
memorial garden from the previous couple of newsletters. We will not be
replanting the lawn this spring. The decision was made to tear up the
lawn which is now predominantly moss and put in a meditation garden
with some native growth plantings, meandering path, a gazebo, and
some benches for anybody in the community to come sit a spell to pray or
meditate and enjoy the serenity of our gardens. Work for this will probably
begin sometime in July or August. We have also applied for and should be
receiving a certificate and garden plaque any day now certifying St Germain's garden as a
“Certified Wildlife Habitat” assuring us that we are being good stewards of our land.
Spring - when wildlife brings forth its young, trees bring a sense of peace and sunlight
warms hope for new growth stirs. Get out into the wild today and enjoy!
Donna Wessel

EVANGELISM/HOSPITALITY
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31st Noon - 1 pm
To allow every parishioner, the opportunity
to participate, meetings will be held the last
Wednesday of the month starting with
Wednesday, March 31st from Noon - 1 pm.
This will be an organizational meeting for
how we want to run the committee, what
the committee should be doing, and what
we want to accomplish in the upcoming year
at St. Germain.

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE

WISH LIST
While you are out and about shopping,
we do appreciate your donations of:
Canned sodas
Paper Towels & toilet paper
Hand Sanitizer
Tissues
Spray disinfectant and wipes
Disposable face masks

ECW - SOULCIETY
Our ECW-SOULCIETY group is open to every woman over 18. We meet every Wednesday in the
parish hall from 11 am - 1 pm for a brown bag lunch and spiritual growth. (During Covid times
we adhere to strict Covid protocols-mask wearing when not eating, distancing ourselves, temperature taking.) We spend the first hour reflecting and reading from the book, “Dancing From
the Inside Out” by Westina Mathews.
Soulciety is responsible for administering our outreach ministry, Soul Purpose, and chairing the
Evangelism/Hospitality Committee at St. Germain. The second hour of our meeting is usually
devoted to those ministries.
March found us very busy as we celebrated Women’s History Month, we reflected on groundbreaking women all over the world that have made a difference in our lives as we strive to make
a difference in other people’s lives. On Friday March 26 we hosted our inaugural BINGO game.
Fittingly, Fr. Pete won the very 1st St. Germain BINGO game! We’ve ironed out the kinks and are
ready to host BINGO to the Hoodsport Community at large starting with the last Friday of April
(30th).

We worked diligently on an Easter egg hunt for the community. A big thanks to Anne for funding
and leading the way on this endeavor. We also worked with Kim on the plans and needs for the
community garden. A big thanks to Kim for leading this. If anybody wants to help with the community garden, please see Kim.
Soul Purpose during the winter months had been collecting new socks for women and children
to give to Turning Pointe-DV shelter in Shelton. They are one of the few DV shelters in the state
of Washington to accept pets. We collected $61 from Charity the Pig and bought food and supplies for the pets. Along with other goods donated we took to Turning Pointe:
• Over 100lbs of dog and cat food, treats, and toys.
• Over 100 pairs of socks for women and children, as well as some children’s toiletries, shoes,
& clothing.
We also sent $150 to the Hood Canal Food Bank along with trunk loads of non-perishable food
items. A big, big THANK YOU to JERRY & KATHRYN who faithfully fill their car trunk twice a
month with the items and take them to the food bank. (This task is not as easy as it looks; I know
because Andy & I stepped in one time to do the delivery and almost had disastrous results!!)
THANK YOU, ALL WHO DONATE GOODS, TIME, AND MONEY TO OUR SOUL PURPOSE MINISTRY.
In February Soulciety agreed to chair the Evangelism/Hospitality committee. To allow every
parishioner, the opportunity to participate, we decided to hold the meetings the last Wednesday
of the month starting with March 31st from Noon - 1 pm. For April we will be starting right
where we left off in March-Living and Sharing the Love of Christ.
Donna Wessel

WE ARE WOMEN IN ACTION!

LESSONS
MAUNDY THURSDAY
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night
before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ
our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a
pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Psalm 116:1, 10-17
GOOD FRIDAY
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold
this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ
was willing to be betrayed, and given into the
hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the
cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
John 18:1-19:42
Psalm 22

TREASURER’S REPORT
Operating Revenue
Operating Expenses
Net

$14,629
4,898
$9,731

Grant
Building Fund

$333
2,350

Net Net

$12,414

The Diocese requires that the treasurer send
out quarterly donation statements to every
pledging person. In order to save paper,
envelopes, ink, postage, and general “I don’t
want it” comments to the treasurer; I will
make available the statements to anyone
that desires to have their 1st quarter 2021
statement by request only. You may write
your request down (so that I don’t forget)
and hand it to me at church, or you may
email me at daromanof@gmail.com and I
will get your quarterly statement to you.
Thanks to all who donated during this past
quarter.
Donna - Treasurer

EASTER
O God, who for our redemption gave your onlybegotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his
glorious resurrection delivered us from the power
of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that
we may evermore live with him in the joy of his
resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

April Birthdays
Donna Wessel

